NEW WINE AND AN OLD BOTTLE
would have been precipitated some years before it came, had not three
large and splendid collections, now among the glories of Oxford and
Cambridge, been lost to the Museum in the dozen years between
1804 and 1816.
In 1799 Richard Gough the antiquary approached Harper with a
proposal that the Museum should take charge of the copper plates of
his Sepulchral Monuments of Great Britain. This request, submitted
to the Trustees by Harper, was declined by them, in which they
Showed more rigidity than worldly sense, though that they "said they
would not be his warehousemen," as Gough stated later, was not
true; perhaps some individual Trustee used the phrase, as Gough
pestered on the subject any of them he could get access to. Three
years later he renewed his request, adding the offer to give his whole
collection, with the two conditions, one reasonable, the other un-
reasonable, that it should be kept together and that it should only be
consulted either in its own or in the Principal Librarian's room. This
proposal was accepted, but whether the Trustees had after-qualms
about the second condition or whether mere indolence were to blarne,
in spite of more than one application Gough never obtained a formal
letter of acceptance. So at least he told the Rev. Rogers Ruding in
1808. His library went to the Bodleian.*3
The second lost collection was Douce's, already mentioned.
Though his retirement from the Museum took place in 1812, it was
,not till after 1830 that he made his bequest to the Bodleian. In that
year he visited Oxford, and Bulkeley Bandinel, Bodley's Librarian,
received him with such affability as in the event to secure perhaps the
most valuable single collection of all which the Bodleian boasts.
The third is a matter of hearsay. But according to common report,
confirmed by Ellis before the Committee of X 835-36, Lord Fitz-
william had intended to bequeath his splendid collection of art and
literature to the Museum, but was deterred by the knowledge that
the Trustees made a practice of selling presented duplicates^ (see
below, pp. 332-3). His collection was bequeathed in 1816 to the
University of Cambridge.